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Sustainability Certification

best practice & LCA 

guidelines

e.g., Roundtable on 

Sustainable Biofuels

Volumetric Goals

e.g., EU: 

20% Bioenergy / 

10% Biofuels 

in 2020
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Swiss law on mineral oil tax from 23.3.2007

Â Article 12b stipulates tax exemption for biofuels

Â Paragraph 3:

Â Extent of exemption considers especially domestic biofuels, 

contribution to environmental protection and energy policy, 

competitiveness

Â Biofuels must comply to minimum requirements regarding 

evidence of positive environmental balance and acceptable 

labour conditions 

Â Basis for the definition of the minimum environmental 

requirements: Empa study 2007 (Zah et al. 2007; 

www.empa.ch/biofuels)
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Ordinance on mineral oil tax (30.01.2008)

Â Environmental minimum requirements

Â GHG reduction > 40% compared to gasoline

Â Overall environmental impacts not relevant higher than gasoline

Â Preservation of rain forest and biodiversity

Â Positive list for fuels from waste and residues

Â Social minimum requirements

Â ILO-labour agreement; national legislation

Â Enactment: planned for 1.07.2008
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Environmental impacts of fuel production?

Biodiversity loss

For fossil fuels

Air pollution

Water contamination

Climate changeResource depletion

Soil degradation

Ecotoxicity
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